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It is vital at this stage to gain as much 
information as you can prior to making 
some very important decisions regarding 
your future learning pathway. 

Please use the information in this 
presentation to gain an understanding of 
the subjects offered at St Martin’s School. 

Students will then make their final option 
choices via a Google form which will be 
emailed to them.



Options 
choices

• There are core GCSE subjects that must be 
followed in Maths, English and Science. In 
order to meet the legal requirements of the 
National Curriculum, PE, Ethics/ PSE 
Welsh and Skills Challenges are studied by 
all students. 

• This leaves three optional subjects for 
students to select. The School offers GCSE 
subjects in the main (assessed mainly by 
examination) with some vocational subjects 
(assessed mainly by assignments).
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What should I 
do if I don’t 
know what to 
pick?

What type of job interests you?

What qualifications do you need for this job?

What level is this qualification?

Do you need specific subjects at Level 1 or 2?

Select your subjects using the information in this 
presentation.



What subjects am I good at? 
This is the key indicator for likely success in a 

subject. Check back on interim report data and 
speak to their teachers.

Speak to staff and parents about the subjects you 
may need for their future? 

All students intending to study an academic 
course at University should make sure they have 

chosen the right subjects for their chosen 
pathway

What subjects do you enjoy most? 

This is important as enjoyment and examination 
success often go hand in hand. Remember this is 

not the same as liking your current teacher.
What are your skills and interests? 

Often these can help support students’ subjects 
within school.



Time Event

Week

Commencing 

18th January 2021

Options presentation on the options process to students

1st February 2021 Option Choices form emailed to Students

1st March 2021 Final date for Option Choices form to be submitted.

8th March – 12th March 2021 Student options review meetings for students in school

31st March 2021 Confirmation of Options - letter emailed via SIMS parent app

Options Process Timeline
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GCSE (WJEC)Qualification Level 1 & 2

LEARNING PATHWAY
The courses are designed as a 
worthwhile educational experience for 
all pupils whether or not they go on to 
study Science at a higher level.

UNIT B1 (15%)Y10  Examination
UNIT C1 (15%)Y10  Examination
UNIT P1 (15%)Y10  Examination
UNIT B2 (15%)Y11  Examination
UNIT C2 (15%)Y11  Examination
UNIT P2 (15%)Y11  Examination

UNIT 7 PRACTICAL ASSESSMENT (10%)

ASSESSMENT*

All pupils have to study Science as part of 
the National Curriculum. The context of the 
course will ensure a balanced contribution 
from each of Biology (B), Chemistry (C) 
and Physics (P).

Most students will follow double award 
science, which is a three-year course. 
Therefore, two GCSEs will be awarded for 
this subject.

The aims will be for pupils to:
* develop a critical approach to scientific            
evidence and methods;
* acquire and apply skills, knowledge and 
understanding of how science works and its 
essential role in society;
* appreciate the unique contribution of 
science to the objective understanding of 
the material world;

Pupils in Year 9 will start on Key Stage 4 of 
the National Curriculum. Whilst Assessment 
is 90% written exams and 10% practical 
exam.

For Further Information Contact: 
Mr M. Castle
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GCSE (WJEC)Qualification Level 1 & 2

LEARNING PATHWAY
The courses are designed as a 
worthwhile educational experience for 
all pupils whether they go on to study 
Science at a higher level.

UNIT 1 (22.5%)Y10  Examination
UNIT 2 (22.5%)Y10  Examination
UNIT 3 (25%)Y11  Examination

UNIT 4 (20%)Y11  Practical task based 
assessment

UNIT 5 (10%)Y11  Practical assessment

ASSESSMENT*

All pupils must study Science as part of the 
National Curriculum. The context of the course will 
ensure a balanced contribution from each of 
Biology (B), Chemistry (C) and Physics (P).

The applied science course is a course designed 
for learners who learn best practically and who 
may not reach their full potential in external 
examinations.  This course is delivered in an 
engaging applied context, with less examinations 
and more emphasis on practical task-based 
assessments.

The aims will be for pupils to:

* develop a critical approach to scientific            
evidence and methods;

* acquire and apply skills, knowledge and 
understanding of how science works and its 
essential role in society;

* appreciate the unique contribution of science to 
the objective understanding of the material world;

Pupils in Year 9 will start on Key Stage 4 of the 
National Curriculum. Whilst Assessment is 70% 
written exams and 30% practical exam and tasks.

For Further Information Contact: 
Mr M. Castle
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GCSE (WJEC)Qualification Level 1 & 2

LEARNING PATHWAY
The Three Science lead into an 
informed study of Biology, Chemistry 
and Physics at A-Level. A focus on 
Science prepares students for Medical 
and Veterinary  vocations.

Biology
Y10 Exam (B1)—45%; Y11 Exam (B2)—45%

Practical Assessment —10%
Chemistry

Y10 Exam (C1)—45%; Y11 Exam (C2)—45%
Practical Assessment —10%

Physics
Y10 Exam (P1)—45%; Y11 Exam (P2)—45%

Practical Assessment —10%

ASSESSMENT

Some students will be given the 
opportunity to study Separate Sciences, 
courses leading to a GCSE certificate in 
each of the three Sciences – Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics. 

This course is an accelerated course, and 
the top 32 students are given the 
opportunity.

These students will study units B1, C1 and 
P1 in Year 9 and 10 and will sit an external 
examination towards the end of Year 10. 
They will then complete a practical 
assessment in January/ February and study 
units B2, C2 and P2 and sit an external 
examination in the June of the following 
year. The aggregation of marks achieved 
from these units leads to the award of 
GCSE certificates in Biology,     Chemistry 
and Physics.

For Further Information Contact:
Mr M. Castle (Chemistry)
Mrs K. Gibson (Biology)
Mrs R. Turner (Physics)



El
ec

tr
on

ic
s

GCSE (WJEC)Qualification Level 1 & 2

LEARNING PATHWAY

This course will lead into A-Level 
Engineering Design (Mechatronics) as 
well as an essential qualification for 
those who wish to pursue a career in  
the Engineering & Technology 
Industries. 

UNIT  E1 (40%) Y10 Examination

UNIT  E2 (40%) Y11  Examination

UNIT  E3 (20%) Y11  Assessment

A Practical Task

ASSESSMENT

The course is designed for pupils who have 
an interest in the broad field of electronics 
and computer control. Electronics is a fast 
growing technology and so electronic 
engineers are in great demand within both 
the hardware and software industries. 

The course is divided into three modules as 
shown below.

E1 - Discovering Electronics 
E2 - Applications of Electronics  
E3 - Electronic System Project  

It is important in an electronics course that 
pupils should be able to develop practical 
skills as well as to understand the theory 
behind electronic circuits. 

A successful electronic engineer must have 
the ability to problem solve and design, 
construct and programme electronic 
circuits.

For Further Information Contact:

Mr D. Cole










































