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Statutory Testing in Wales: Years 2-9 2016

Dear Parents and Guardians,

| am sure that you will be aware that reading and numeracy tests are to be taken again this year by
all pupils in Years 2-9 as part of the National and Literacy Framework. This means that in our
school, all pupils in Years 7, 8 and 9 will complete the National Reading and Numeracy Tests. The
National Reading Test will last for one hour and the National Numeracy Tests will last for 30
minutes each. Please check the grid below to see when your child will sit the tests:

Tues 3rd May 2016 Wed 4th May 2016 Thurs 5th May 2016
Lesson 1 & 2 Year 9 Reasoning Year 8 Reasoning Year 7 Reasoning
Lesson3 & 4 Year 7 Reading Year 9 Reading Year 8 Reading
Lesson 5 Year 8 Numeracy Year 7 Numeracy Year 9 Numeracy

It is extremely important that ALL pupils should sit these tests and results will be reported to
parents and pupils by the end of the summer term. Encourage your child to work through the
attached questions, talk through them and get them to explain their answers, then mark them
together. This will enhance their reasoning skills.

Please also see the attached guide for parents/guardians. Further information about these tests
can be found on the school website, under Teaching and Learning > Curriculum. Please do not

hesitate to contact us if you have any concerns or queries.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs S Legg
Maths Teacher and Numeracy Co-ordinator
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Parental Guidance - National Numeracy Tests

St. Martin's School

What is the test?

This term, your child will be sitting the National Numeracy Test (NNT) and National Reasoning Test
(NRT). These are annhual tests that looks to monitor and assess numeracy levels. Following the test, an
age standardised score (ASS) is generated for each pupil. Age standardised scores convert a pupil's
actual score (the 'raw score’) to a standardised score. This score takes into account the pupil's age in
years and months, giving an indication of how the pupil is performing relative to other pupils of the
same age. The standardised score that shows a pupil is working at the appropriate level for their age
is 100.

The scores of the NNT & NRT are used to monitor pupils and identify any numeracy needs that they
may have. Relevant intervention can then be put in place to help support your child if needed.

What will be included in the test?

There are two kinds of numeracy tests.

NNT - this procedural test measures skills in things like numbers, measuring and data.

NRT - this reasoning test measures how well they can use what they know to solve everyday
problems.

How can I help support my child in the lead up to the NNT & NRT?

It is important not to make them anxious about the tests. You can work through the material
provided and help your child become confident in the strategies that they use (as they may be
different to the strategies you may have used in school). Encourage them to use mental maths when
out shopping or reading the weighing scales when cooking ingredients are some of the ways to improve
their skills.

Why did my child not perform well on previous tests?

Pupils can of ten underperform as they do not read the questions carefully or don't have the
confidence to try.

Some pupils simply do not see the importance of these tasks and do not perform to the best of their
ability. We certainly do not want pupils to feel anxious about the tests but do remind them of their
importance in helping us to effectively monitor them in order to provide appropriate support.

Material for numeracy revision can be found at:

www.mathswatchvle.com or by downloading the app ‘MathsWatch KS3' for free D AA"ap";)'"gi’(") ‘r'g

[The centreID, username and password are available from your maths teachers].
You are able to watch a video on how a topic is done and then answer questions
on that topic [the answers are also there to check the work is correct]. P Google play
OR A
' : Windows
you can use the www.MyMaths.co.uk website. Phone

Mrs S Legg - Numeracy Co-ordinator
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Parental Guidance - National Reading Tests

St. Martin's School

What is the test?

This term, your child will be sitting the National Reading Test (NRT). This is an annual test that looks
to monitor and assess literacy levels, with a focus on reading skills. Following the test, an age
standardised score (ASS) is generated for each pupil. Age standardised scares convert a pupil's
actual score (the 'raw score’) to a standardised score. This score takes into account the pupil's age in
years and months, giving an indication of how the pupil is performing relative to other pupils of the
same age. The standardised score that shows a pupil is working at the appropriate level for their age
is 100.

The scores of the NRT are used to monitor pupils and identify any literacy needs that they may have.
Relevant intervention can then be put in place to help support your child if needed.

What will be included in the test?

The reading test includes a variety of question types based on both fiction and non-fiction texts to
test the reading ability and skills of pupils (see sample material attached for more info). They test
pupil's ability to locate information and to also show that they have understood what they have read.
It is important for pupils to have a good grasp of vocabulary.

How can I help support my child in the lead up to the NRT?

Reading regularly is the most effective way for pupils to develop their knowledge and understanding
of vocabulary. It is important for pupils to read a range of materials including novels, non-fiction
books, newspapers, magazines, online articles...basically anything with substantial text! Make sure
that you discuss what your child has read with them; question them on the plot line or the characters
in their book; ask them if they understand the words that they have read; encourage them to sound
more difficult words out loud; and try to have a positive attitude to reading. If you highlight the
importance of reading, they are far more likely to want to read.

Why did my child not perform well on previous tests?

Pupils can often underperform as they do not read the questions carefully. If a question asks for you
to find and copy two words, pupils must only copy two words. If they copy more than two words, they
will receive no marks. If they tick more than one box when it asks for only one box to be ticked,
pupils will get no marks. Pupils need to get all parts of each question correct to be awarded the
marks. For example, if they need to match 4 words with statements, they need to get them all
correct to be awarded the marks.

Some pupils simply do not see the importance of these tasks and do not perform to the best of their

ability. We certainly do not want pupils to feel anxious about the tests but do remind them of their
imporfance in helping us to effectively monitor them in order to provide appropriate support.

Mrs K Richards - Literacy Co-ordinator/ AENCO



Possible Question Types found on the National Reading Test

Sentence completion

"The next generation could be the mast active citizens we have seen in a generation

1. More than two-thirds of 14 -17 believe.......
Tick one.

politicians are agents of positive change. D
positive media is affecting their job prospacts. D
negative press is affecting their job prospects. I:’

they are unfairly represented by the media. l:’

Multiple choice

1. What job did Stevie McCrorie have before winning The Voice?
Tick one
Policeman () 1
Butcher D
Fireman D O
Actor [:] im
Sequencing

4. Putthese events in the order appeared in the report, numbering them from

1tos.

One has been done for you.

Youth unemployment is due to a skills shortage.

False stereo- of young people was having a negative effect on their self-esteem.

More than 1,000 14 — 17 year olds participated.

"The next generation could be the most active citizens for a generation.”

29% have used Facebook or Twitter to raise awareness of z cause.




True or false

7. Put ticks to show which statements are true and which are false.

True False

The Voice guarantees you success in the music industry.

Leanne Mitchell was the champion of 2014.

X Factor acts often do better than The Voice winners

Stevie is an Irishman

Find and copy

2. Find and copy the word that tells us that each of these people won The Voice

Find and underline

4. Underline one word which also means first.

After proving To be a real star of the show, his debut album was
released last month and only made it to 42nd in the chart. It's early
days though and big things could still be expected on Jermain...and
Stevie McCrorie.

im

Matching

5. What number in the album chart did each person reach?

Draw four lines to match the person with the correct number that they have
reached in the album chart.

Andrea Begley ]

Jermain Jackman Album not
yet released

_

Stevie McCrorie More than

100

<
{ Leanne Mitchell 42
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